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Prior to February 20, 2024 – Key Findings

• Projected building maintenance expenses exceed the District’s financial 
capabilities. 
• Due to how school funding is calculated in the State of Wisconsin, large building 

maintenance projects are often beyond what districts can pay for out of the 
annual budgets.

• Our school has security and safety issues that must be addressed. 

• Technical Education facilities at our school are outdated and 
overutilized without available space to expand new technologies.

• Participation in programs at our school overutilize critical gymnasium, 
locker room, and fine arts facilities.  Issues such as timely availability of 
spaces exists creating late nights and long days for our children.



Prior to February 20, 2024 – Key Findings

• The District should explore ways to expand education opportunities. 
• Families have a great deal of choice these days when it comes to where they live and 

raise their children. The community’s school has a significant impact on those choices. 
Steps need to be taken to attract and retain families and staff in the Shiocton 
community.

• It is important for Shiocton to become the school district of choice.
• Operational funding for school districts is directly tied to the number of students 

enrolled in the district. Therefore, to be financially viable, we want our District to be 
considered when:
• Parents are choosing where to send their children to school
• A new family moves to the area 
• A great teacher is looking for a job 
• A business is looking to relocate or expand



February 20, 2024 - Vote

Operational Question
✓ Enabled district to attract and retain staff including staffing to meet student needs 

✓ The district was able to maintain and improve curriculum, instruction, programming, 
and technology infrastructure

✓ Smaller sized buildings, grounds, and maintenance items were able to be addressed

Facility Question
 New school offices built at middle / high school choir and elementary school with secure entries.

 Build new tech ed shops for auto and engines, woods, and metals with a new technology center for engineering 
and fabrication. Existing woods shop becomes construction trades shop with outdoor construction yard.

 On playground, replace main structure and swings, add ADA seating and walking path, and add play structures

 New varsity gym with two full-size courts with ADA compliant seating for 800 and space for portable bleachers for 
an additional 200 seats. Remodel existing space for two girls and two boys locker rooms.

 Larger spaces for band and chorus to accommodate growing programs.

 Add and remodel space for childcare with new office separate from other areas of the school.



What Did We Learn After the Referendum?

• A project to address Shiocton Child Care Center needs 
would not be supported at this time

• The survey after the referendum indicated over 60% 
of the community is interested in addressing building 
needs with another referendum

• The survey indicated the highest priority needs are 
infrastructure and maintenance, safe and secure 
entrances, technical education, and band room 
addition with chorus room relocation which all had a 
score of between 3 and 4 on a scale of 1 to 5



Building Referendum 2025

A successful referendum will address four critical areas of need



Area of Need Video

The elementary and 
middle / high school 
offices will be relocated 
to provide optimal 
supervision and secured 
school entrances.





Area of Need Video

Update our Tech Ed 
spaces which are the 
oldest and most over-
utilized areas of our 
school.





Area of Need Video

Repairs, replacements, 
and improvements to 
the existing outdated 
and failing building 
components and 
equipment, the cost of 
which is beyond our 
limited annual budget.





Area of Need Video

Address the need for 
required, equitable, 
and improved access to 
high-use learning 
environments.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uqsyd6FR-pw




Current Use – Gyms, Cafeteria, Foyer

Address the need for 
required, equitable, 
and improved access to 
high-use learning 
environments.



Building Referendum 2025

$23,500,000 for infrastructure updates, 
replacements, and site improvements; construction of 
new elementary and high school offices for secured 
entry; construction of an addition and renovations 
for a new technical education center; construction of 
an addition and renovations for a fine arts wing; and 
remodeling the middle/high school locker rooms.

$9,100,000 for the construction of a new gymnasium 
addition including storage space.



Building Referendum 2025 – Concept Plan



Building Referendum 2025 – Question 1

• New 2,638 square foot addition for 
elementary office and secure entry 
adjacent to existing kindergarten 
classrooms

• New 1,319 square foot addition for 
middle / high school office space 
with secure entry adjacent to 
existing chorus room

• Remodel 1,282 square feet of 
existing chorus room for office and 
remodel 2,190 square feet of existing 
tech rooms to relocate chorus

The elementary and 
middle / high school 
offices will be relocated 
to provide optimal 
supervision and secured 
school entrances.



Building Referendum 2025 – Question 1

The elementary and 
middle / high school 
offices will be relocated 
to provide optimal 
supervision and secured 
school entrances.



Building Referendum 2025 – Question 1

The elementary and 
middle / high school 
offices will be relocated 
to provide optimal 
supervision and secured 
school entrances.



Building Referendum 2025 – Question 1

The elementary and 
middle / high school 
offices will be relocated 
to provide optimal 
supervision and secured 
school entrances.



Building Referendum 2025 – Question 1

Update our Tech Ed 
spaces which are the 
oldest and most over-
utilized areas of our 
school.

• The Tech Ed shops are the oldest part of our 
school and need replacement

• Build a new 20,244 square foot Tech Ed addition 
for auto and engines, woods, and metals with a 
new technology center for engineering and 
fabrication. 

• Remodel 3,951 square foot for existing woods 
shop to become construction trades shop with a 
new outdoor construction yard.



Building Referendum 2025 – Question 1

Update our Tech Ed 
spaces which are the 
oldest and most over-
utilized areas of our 
school.



Building Referendum 2025 – Question 1

• Repair and replace roofs

• Replace boilers, piping, and variable frequency drives 
from 1996

• Replace Carrier roof top heating and ventilation units 
and existing gymnasium heating and ventilation units

• Generator and transfer switches replacement

• Replace main electrical service equipment and panel 
boards that were installed prior to 1996

• Replace chillers and install on existing building

• Relocate underground utilities

Repairs, replacements, 
and improvements to 
the existing outdated 
and failing building 
components and 
equipment, the cost of 
which is beyond our 
limited annual budget.



Building Referendum 2025 – Question 1

• Larger spaces for band and chorus to accommodate 
growing programs.

• Build a new 6,313 square foot band room addition 
with practice rooms and storage spaces. 

• Remodel 2,190 square feet of existing Tech Ed rooms 
to relocate chorus.

• Currently, we lack equal access to locker room 
facilities for boys and girls.  Hosting visiting teams is 
also difficult due to limited locker room space.

• Remodel 7,103 square feet of existing space for two 
girls and two boys locker rooms.

Address the need for 
required, equitable, 
and improved access to 
high-use learning 
environments.



Building Referendum 2025 – Question 2

• Participation in school and community programs 
result in an overutilization of critical gymnasium 
facilities.  Scheduling issues impact timely availability 
of spaces, creating early mornings, late nights, and 
long days for our children.

• New gymnasium with interior size of 126 feet by 112 
feet for 14,112 square feet
• 1 main full-size court with 2 cross full-size courts
• Home seating for 500 spectators and visitor seating for 

300 spectators
• Space for 312 spectators on cross courts
• Includes large storage space

Address the need for 
required, equitable, 
and improved access to 
high-use learning 
environments.



Building Referendum 2025 – Question 2

Address the need for 
required, equitable, 
and improved access to 
high-use learning 
environments.



Building Referendum 2025 – Question 2

Address the need for 
required, equitable, 
and improved access to 
high-use learning 
environments.



Building Referendum 2025 – Question 2

Address the need for 
required, equitable, 
and improved access to 
high-use learning 
environments.



Budgets

Total            $23,500,000
Maintenance and Infrastructure Repairs    $5,860,000

Elementary Office Addition      $1,090,000

New Middle/High School Office     $1,240,000

Tech Ed       $10,150,000

New Fine Arts Addition      $2,700,000

Remodel Locker Rooms      $2,460,000

Total               $9,100,000
New Gymnasium, Storage, Concessions, and Lobby    $9,100,000



Timeline

Design – Early Bid Package

Bidding – Early Bid Package

Design – Main Bid Package

Bidding – Main Bid Package

Construction

Aug 25

Sep 25                               Sep 27

Apr 25  Jul 25

Apr 25                        Nov 25

Dec 25

Priority will be placed on construction work being completed during the summers of 2026 and 2027 to minimize the impact on students and staff.

Design – Early Bid Package

Bidding – Early Bid Package

Design – Main Bid Package

Bidding – Main Bid Package

Construction

Aug 25

Sep 25                                  Aug 27

Apr 25  Jul 25

Apr 25                        Nov 25

Dec 25



Financial Impact Highlights

• Existing debt from the MPF project concludes in 2028
• Interest is included in the bond repayment calculations

• 4.25% to 4.50% bond interest rates are actuarially projected
• Recent Wisconsin bond interest rates range from 3.49% to 4.35%

• Feb 2025: La Crosse = 3.92%
• Dec 2024: Shawano = 3.84%

• Bonds will be issued in 3 draws over 3 years
• Multiple draws aid in reducing the interest paid 
• Each draw will have a payback period of 20 years
• Repayment plan specifically designed to have a one-time impact

• Total of $1.30 the first year

• Bonds will be paid annually over the next 22 years



Financial Impact Details

(A) State aid impact based on incremental 
expenditure over 2024-25 base year at 
the following aid levels (2024-25 
October certification):                                          

Tertiary Aid Percentage 27.45%



$32.6M Mill Rate Projections

$8.47

$9.77 $9.77 $9.77 $9.77

2024-25 2025-26 2026-27 2027-28 2028-29



What Will This Referendum Cost Me?

Approval of Question 1 for $23,500,000 results in a 
projected tax increase of $94 per year per $100,000 
of property value.  ($7.84 per month or 26¢ per day)

Approval of Question 2 for $9,100,000 results in a 
projected tax increase of $36 per year per $100,000 
of property value.  ($3.00 per month or 10¢ per day)

Approval of BOTH Questions results in a projected 
tax increase of $130 per year per $100,000 of 
property value.  ($10.84 per month or 36¢ per day)

+



What Are The Questions On the Ballot?

Registered Wisconsin voters may vote 
in-person or request an absentee 
ballot and vote absentee by mail. 

Learn about your options and 
polling locations, get step-by-step 
instructions, and track your ballot.

www.myvote.wi.gov



Small Group Discussions and Questions

Seventh Inning Stretch …
•Visit the information stations that address 
your interests or questions



Wrapping It Up

Session Wrap-Up
•What we heard
•Next steps … learn more



Where To Find More Information

www.shiocton.k12.wi.us/district/referendum-2025

Sc
a

n 
M

e!



Thank you
• for attending tonight
• for becoming an informed voter

Thank You!



Agricultural Land Assessment

• Assessed value of agricultural land is based on its use in agriculture, rather 
than its fair market value

• Guidelines & Land Use Value is found on the Department of Revenue website

• Buildings and improvements on a farm such as barns, houses, and silos, 
together with the land necessary for their location and convenience, are 
separately classified and continue to be assessed at fair market value

• Assessed Value of ag land can be vastly different from fair market value



Agricultural Land Assessment

Type of Property      Taxed on Total Value
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